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Daar Barryt 

Dpin^i you show vas so gratifying I had intsndsd writing you as soon as loould. 

If you rsaliss that I work a 19-‘hour day, atilli aftsr all thsss ysars, I think you will 
understand that ^ do not writs Isttsra nssdlsssly or without fsslin 4 ; I aust. With ths 
experiences I have had in the past, where a aedia so adairably suited for conveying 
inforaation to the people, inforaation without which a repx^ sen ta tire society siapiy 
cannot work as it should, is usually ooztrerted into showaanship and entertainaent only 
on serious issues, I must repeat, not on the air, so you oan believe I aean it, how 
indebted 1 feel tl^t you conducted the show on so hi|^ and proper a level, eeohewlnff , 
all the trioka of the trade of which you, too, aust be aaster. 

Particularly do I respect the straight line you took, neither pandering to ae or 
'what you night anticipate I alght want to say nor using your position to provoke or 
ridicule ae, or to belittle ne and ay work. I did and do aean every word of appreoiation 
I saida on the show. It is one of those about which I feel 1 oan be aoet eatiafied. 



It was with both sxjurprise and sone shook that ^ heard part of this when I returned 
that night to do the Frankling show, for I had anticipated that yours would be aired later. 
This confusion oaae to pass because I was involved in none of the arrangeaente and because 
[ two different people made then. 1 hope it was no egibarrastiiient to Mr. Prankling or the 

r: Fortunately, he also had a nan with whoa 1 worked during World War 11 when we 

ware both in OSS, and aoat of , what I said was reainiscences of that period. Vhen l 
discovered that he had another guest, I offsred to withdraw, but he or others apparently 
I ,T thou^t 1 should be on beoaiuie it was announced. We were able to avpid any duplication. 

^ : ■ ' . , . 

fragaent of your ahaw that heard before I suddenly realised firoa ay earlier — 

U ; ' ^ radio experience that it is not good prograiaiing to have the sane guest on succsssivs 

! shows aade ae want to have a dub of your show. It ie one of the few I'd like to keep, to 

have for the day when my files ends in an archive at sone ujiivercity, for ay wife to 
hear, and in the event that the nets are ever willing to consider the possibility that I 
p. ' do not have two heads, that it is not but short hair that tope i^y head, and that 

^ what is in ay pockets is not boabs but facts. I would like for ay publisher to be able to 

it as an audition tape, not for. airing or any other purpose. An inexpensive casette 
dub would be adequate, and 1 will pay whatever it costs. ' 

What aakds the integrity of your show and your approach more xaeeningful to ae is 

^^^^ wbat happened at WMKW-TV. First I wae to do Bundy, doi^ the book only. Then 1 was asked 

- to confront and I agreed. I aade a number of recoamendations, including Percy Foreaan. 
agz^ed, was sent s copy of the bopk and still agresd, snd the station tumsd out a rslsase 
about this "oontroversial ooaf rontatlon" . He apparently did not read the book until he was 
r on the plane. H# appeared at the station after I was made up, apparently threated then auid 

I gave theB a threat to relay to ae, and returned to Texas. Although the production staff 

\ was visibly frigjiteiisd, then prooeedsd with the show, on which Hay's first attorney, 

f Arthur Hanes, appeared (agreeing with everything I said* including his own aercenary reoord, 

saying of it that ^ understated it by $^,CXX) and that J auat be crazy or stupid not to bs 
that way). Thsrs was an eapty ohair for Forsaan, Eanss and I were told ws oould sach 
answer audience questione addrseeed to hia, and we did. 
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B*oaus« It was obvious Foronan had thraatanad tha station and bacauaa thay aakad mm 
to ba circuoBapactp I raatrictad qyaalf antiraly to court and undai>-oath official racordsp 
from vhioh I attaaptad to quota hia varbatin. I thixik Bandy didn^ lat mm finish a sln^la 
quota and that avan this was aditad out. I havan*t saan tha shoHp of courssp and know 
only what ooncamad youn^ paopla in tha audianoa hava told me by phona af tar viavin^ it. 
*^his is to tha affact that alnost avazy rafaranca to Foraman has baan aditad outp that 
quastions and ansirars saam to hava baan Juztaposad« and that all tha airad show says 
ihout his rafusal to appaar is that ha rafusad to ba in tha sana studio with as. Vsnidar 



t 



gonsidariniC his raputatioup this amounts to dafaain^ aa. And to gild tha liljp tha show 
andad for a plui: for naxt waak*s shovp which will giva "tha othar sida"p prasuaaably 
from soma official. I hava writtan and askad for raoiprooal oourtaaiasp brnring baan 
oonfrontad by "tha othar sida"a 3 TsalfXp and to ba prasant to pravant nisraprasantation 
and distortionp of tha fact or of aa and ay writinir* I wish I fait I oould axpact it. 

But do you saa how much aora this makas oa appraciata tha fact that whila you aakad 
partinant and panatratin^ quaationsp you did it honestly and without bias in aithar 
dlraction? 

You said you*d lika to ba infomad at furthar efforts at supprassion. In tha large 
stack of nail awaiting na on ny zatum ata thraa from Bapiuty Attoznay Ganaral dalndisnst 
or an assistant. Thasa are in **rasponsa" to ay inquitias dating back to Daoambar 2p 1970p 
tha Boat recant being of Januaiy 4t whereas tha law requires "promptness". Whan I can 
answer thnpt which I hope will ba sooUp 1*11 sand you copias so you can judge for yourself 
qhethar or not tha govamnant is being honest and openp avan complying with tha law. 

Fron tha foregoingp I think you can undarstand that my thanks are sincere. 
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Bast wishes p 



Harold Wdisbarg 
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